
2019 report

Together we are now invested in nature. 

And it’s working! As biodiversity 
is plummeting around the globe,

it’s rising at MNp!



our 444 acres had a huge impact in 2019, but our work is far from complete. 

MNp is proof that nature is resilient. So much is possible when we prioritize 
nature and come together to invest in the natural world that helps us all thrive.

Thank you for all you do for nature, at MNp and in your community. 

Your commitment has global impact!  – Kristin Gies, Executive Director

environmental 
education

wildlife research 
and monitoring recreation

!  April | Several controlled burns were conducted to manage 
 our prairies.
!  May | 3,500 tree seedlings were planted by student volunteers.
!  October | 65 container trees were planted.
!  November | trinity Creek was transformed from a channelized 
 ditch into a meandering stream.
!  November | A new wind turbine was installed with the ability 
 of creating over 10,000kW of energy for MNp.
!  December | the emu barn was removed to begin the process  
 of a 14-acre restoration project.

!  The total bird species count increased to 201. By comparison, 
 68 species were recorded between 2004-2007 and 132 species 
 in 2012. ȫ Sandhill cranes were found nesting for first time in 
 paul’s pond with two fledglings. ȫ A returning pair of Great-
 horned owls are nesting on the property with two fledglings. 
!  two tiger salamander larvae were discovered in Harvey’s 
 Woods pond; one adult was found under a snake board near 
 Charlie’s Woods. 
!  Students from local universities conducting various research 
 were hosted.

!  Various environmental education experiences were
 provided to 10,583 individuals.
!  2,608 students came to MNp for free field trips. 53% of 
 those students came from underserved schools in the 
 City of Milwaukee.
!  An additional 58 students were taught by MNp Inc. staff in 
 their own classrooms.
!  Community programs engaged 5,790 adults and families.

!  Approximately 40,000 individuals used the preserve for 
 passive recreation.
!  February | About 1,500 people attended the 8th Annual
 Winter Frolic.

2019 was a year of powerful realization and proof that the land at 

MNP is healing and species are thriving. With your help, 

MNp recorded our 200th bird species. We planted over 3,500 trees. 

We empowered over 10,000 individuals to think globally, 
but act locally. our 30 acres of wetlands held over 27 million 

gallons of stormwater during each rain event. And so much more ...

“Fortunately, nature is amazingly resilient: places we have destroyed, given time and help, can  once again support life, and endangered species can be given a second chance."– Jane Goodall

habitat 
restoration

from the eXeCUtIVe DIreCtor

at a GLANCE
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� $V�RIb�����b����DFUHVbDUHbDFWLYHO\�PDQDJHGbWR�HLWKHU�
VXVWDLQ�RU�HVWDEOLVK�WKUHH�KDELWDW�W\SHVbKLVWRULFDOO\bFRPPRQ�WR�
the Milwaukee area: "1  mesic, hardwood forest,b"2  tallgrass, 
mesic prairie, and "3  wetlands (permanent ponds, ephemeral 
SRQGV��FUHHNV���013�,QF�ȤV�PDVWHU�VLWHbSODQbFDOOV�IRUbPRVW�RI�
the property to become a maple-beech-basswood forest 
DQG�ZHWODQGV�b$IWHU�VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�RQO\�����DFUHVbRI�ZHWODQGV��
WKHb3UHVHUYHbQRZbIHDWXUHV�RYHU���bDFUHV�RI�ZHWODQGV�bb
b
� 7KLV�\HDU��013�,QF��WRRN�RQbDQRWKHUbODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�SURMHFW�
UHVWRULQJ�WKHbUHPDLQLQJbVHFWLRQ�RIb7ULQLW\b&UHHN�FKDQQHO�EDFN�
WRbLWVbKLVWRULFDO�ORFDWLRQ�b,Q�WKH�6SULQJ�RI�������VWDII�DQG�
YROXQWHHUV�ZLOObFRPSOHWH�WKH�SODQWLQJ�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURMHFWb
E\�HVWDEOLVKLQJbQDWLYH�SODQWV�DORQJ�LWV�EDQNV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
QDWLYH�WUHHV��VKUXEV�DQGbSUDLULH�SODQWV�LQ�RSHQ�DUHDV��

 the stages of restoration "1  began with excavation that 
connects the new stream bed to the restored stream channel. 

"2  the old channelized ditch was then filled in allowing the 
water to enter the new stream channel. this new channel 
features meanders, logs and rock structures which will 
catch sediment and prevent it from flowing down stream. 

"3  Biodegradable erosion mats made from straw and coconut 
fiber were then laid along the stream bank to stabilize the 
loose soil. "4  A cover crop of wheat and rye is planted to 
SUHYHQW�HURVLRQ�EHIRUH�QDWLYH�SODQWV�FDQ�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�b
b
b� 7KURXJK�GRQDWLRQV�DQGbDbJUDQW��DbQHZbZLQG�WXUELQH�ZDV
LQVWDOOHG�LQb1RYHPEHUbWKDW�ZLOO�JHQHUDWH�RYHU�������N:�RI�
SRZHU�IRUb013�b7KHbZLQG�WXUELQH��DORQJ�ZLWK�VRODU�SDQHOV��

ZLOObKHOSbJHQHUDWHbJUHHQbHQHUJ\bWR�SRZHU�WKH�3LHSHU�3RZHU�
(GXFDWLRQb&HQWHU�bb
b
 In May, 3,500 tree seedlings were planted by staff, volunteers, 
and school groups. these seedlings were either hand-planted 
or planted using a tree planter. In September, MNp Inc. staff 
DQG�YROXQWHHUV�SODQWHG���bFRQWDLQHU�WUHHV�DQG�VKUXEV�bb
b
 throughout the summer, MNp Inc. staff, interns, students 
and volunteers focused their efforts on removing non-native, 
invasive species from the property, such as sweet clover, 
JDUOLF�PXVWDUG��EXFNWKRUQ��FURZQ�YHWFK�bFDWWDLO�bSXUSOH�
ORRVHVWULIH��DQG�PRUH�b

� 013bEHJDQbKDELWDWbUHVWRUDWLRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�

in 2004, starting with a minimal amount of 

habitat: 22 acres of woodlands and 1.5 acres of 

wetlands. over 400 acres were in agriculture 

RU�EXLOGLQJbHQYHORSHV��6LQFH�������013�,QF��

has progressively reclaimed sections of the 

property from agriculture, removed 
invasive species, VSUHDGbQDWLYH�JUDVV�
DQG�IORZHUbVHHG��UHPRYHG�PDQ�PDGH�VWUXFWXUHV�

�H�J��EXLOGLQJV��IHQFHV��VXE�VXUIDFH�GUDLQ�WLOHV��b

and planted tens of thousands 
of trees and shrubs. 

habitat reStorAtIoN
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 research and monitoring on Mequon Nature 

3UHVHUYHbDOORZV�IRU�013bVWDII�WR�JDXJHbWKH�

restoration efforts. the preserve acts as a 

444-acre outdoor laboratory 

ZKHUHbUHVHDUFK�DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�HIIRUWV�IURP�

YDULRXVbXQLYHUVLWLHV��VWDII�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�

can coincide to help tell the story of how 

HFRORJLFDObUHVWRUDWLRQbFDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�ZKLOH�

DVVXULQJ�WKHbJUHDWHVW�ELRORJLFDO�LPSDFW�bb

� 6LQFH�013ȤV�LQFHSWLRQ�bVWDII�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�
PRQLWRULQJ�YDULRXV�ZLOGOLIHbVSHFLHV�WR�JDXJH�SRSXODWLRQb
WUHQGV�DV�PRUH�ODQG�JRHV�LQWR�UHVWRUDWLRQ�b0RQLWRULQJ�
HIIRUWV�IRU�VDODPDQGHU�ODUYD�ZLWKLQ�WKHbSURSHUW\ȤVbHSKHPHUDO�
SRQGV�IRXQG�WKUHH�7LJHU�VDODPDQGHUbODUYDHbFRQILUPLQJ�WKDW�
EUHHGLQJ�LVbRFFXUULQJbRQ�WKH�SURSHUW\�b
b
 Bird species are also monitored closely due to their 
WUDQVLHQW�QDWXUH�b%LUGVbKDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WRbVHOHFW�SRWHQWLDO�
KDELWDW�bDQG�LI�IRXQG�QRWbVXLWDEOH�bFDQ�OHDYH�WKH�DUHD��,Q�������
013bH[FHHGHG�WKH�����PDUN�RI�WRWDO�ELUG�VSHFLHV�ZLWQHVVHG�
RQ�WKH�SURSHUW\bVLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�bZLWK�����GLIIHUHQW�ELUG�
species. this year also marked the highest recorded bird 
VSHFLHV�ZLWQHVVHGbLQ�RQH�\HDUbZLWKbD�WRWDO�RIb�����7KH�WUHH�
VZDOORZbIOHGJOLQJbWRWDO�ZDV������XS�����IURP�ODVW�\HDU��

 While staff and volunteers contribute to the wildlife 
PRQLWRULQJ�RQ�WKH�SURSHUW\��013�DOVR�DOORZV�YDULRXVb
XQLYHUVLWLHVbWR�FRQGXFW�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�SURSHUW\��6WXGHQWV�
IURP�8:�0LOZDXNHHbFRQGXFWHG�WUHH�LQYHQWRULHV�LQ�(OWRQȤV�
ZRRGV�DQG�0DU\ȤV�*URYH��6WXGHQWV�IURPb:LVFRQVLQ�/XWKHUDQ�
&ROOHJH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WZR�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�b2QH�JURXS�
UHVHDUFKHG�WKHbVXUYLYDELOLW\bRI�SODQWHG�VHHGOLQJV�FRPSDULQJ�
the hand planted seedlings to the seedlings planted with 
DbWUDQVSODQWHU��7KHbRWKHU�JURXS�FRPSDUHG�VRLO�KHDOWK�
EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQWbDJHG�SUDLULHV�DQG�IDUP�ILHOGV��062(�
FROOHFWHG�GDWDbIURP�RXU�JURXQG�ZDWHU�ZHOOV�WR�PHDVXUHb
JURXQG�ZDWHU�OHYHOV�DQG�FRPSDUH�WKHP�RYHU�WLPH�b
b
b� $OO�RIbWKLV�GDWD�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�KHOS�JXLGH�RXUbIXWXUHb
UHVWRUDWLRQ�HIIRUWVbWR�HQVXUH�ZH�PDNH�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOHb
GHFLVLRQVbZKHQ�KHDOLQJ�WKH�ODQG��

:,/'/,)(�research and monitoring
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� 7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�013�,QF�ȤVbODQG�EDVHGb

science program is twofold: 1) develop 

scientific thinking skills and 2) create a 

population empathetic to the natural world. 

the program targets K-12 underserved 

students who live in the City of Milwaukee. 

Because of their limited exposure to the 

natural world, they may lack a meaningful 

understanding of its beauty, complexity and 

fragility. MNp Inc.’s goal is to have students 

leave knowing the importance of 
EHLQJ�JRRGbHQYLURQPHQWDOb
stewards.b

 Students participate in outdoor, hands-on activities 
through which they develop critical thinking skills ranging 
from observation to synthesis and analysis. Students learn 
ecological concepts that become building blocks for under-
standing more complex science concepts in the future.
6L[WHHQbFRXUVH�RIIHULQJVbLQFOXGH�ZHWODQG�IXQFWLRQ��LQYDVLYH�
VSHFLHVbLQ�:LVFRQVLQ��DTXDWLF�RUJDQLVPV��DQLPDO�WUDFNLQJ��
plant community succession, amphibian adaptation, owl 
SHOOHWV��ELUG�EHKDYLRU��WUHH�DQDWRP\�bPRQDUFK�EXWWHUIO\�
PLJUDWLRQ�bDQG�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�b7KH�FRPSOHWH�FRXUVH�
FDWDORJXH�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DWbmequonnaturepreserve.org/
HGXFDWLRQ�ILHOG�WULSV��b

� 6WDII�DQGb$QWRQLDb)HOORZVb�YROXQWHHUbWHDFKHUV�bIRFXV�RQ�
WZR�RU�WKUHHbFRUHbFRQFHSWV�GXULQJ�D�OHVVRQ�DQG�HYDOXDWH�
students’ understanding at the end of the day. MNp Inc. also 
JLYHVbSRVW�YLVLWbHYDOXDWLRQ�IRUPV�WRbUHFHLYH�IHHGEDFN�IURPb
VFKRRO�VWDIIbUHJDUGLQJbTXDOLW\�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�DQG�VWDII�
SHUIRUPDQFH�bb

 When students arrive for their field trips, they gather in the 
3LHSHU3RZHUb(GXFDWLRQ�&HQWHU��33(&��DXGLWRULXP�ZKHUH�WKH\�
are introduced to the concept of sustainability and how sustain-
able features are in place within and outside of the ppeC to 
reduce its environmental impact. After the introduction, students 
receive the necessary tools, equipment and gear related to their 
daily lesson, which takes place in the preserve’s 444-acre 
RXWGRRU�FODVVURRP��/HVVRQV�RIWHQ�LQFOXGH�D�ODQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�
activity such as planting trees, shrubs and flowers; removing 
invasive vegetation; collecting seeds and nuts to plant the 
IROORZLQJ�VSULQJ��WUDFNLQJ�ZLOGOLIH�bDQG�PRQLWRULQJ�ZDWHU�
quality and vegetation. After 1-2 hours outdoors, students 
UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�33(&�IRU�OXQFK��GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�D�SURMHFW�bb
b

 outfitting children for outdoor experiences is important 
to ensure a positive experience for students. As such, 
MNp Inc. provides mud boots, winter boots, winter jackets, 
hats, gloves, ponchos, snowshoes, butterfly nets and other 
PDWHULDOV�QHHGHG�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�OHVVRQ�b6WXGHQWV�ZKRbODFN�
D�ZLQWHU�MDFNHW��KDW�RU�JORYHV�bDUH�LQYLWHG�WRbNHHS�WKH�LWHPV�
WKH\�ERUURZHG�GXULQJ�WKH�OHVVRQ�bb
b
� 7KH�HGXFDWLRQ�FHQWHU�DQG�PRVWbRI�0HTXRQ�1DWXUH�
3UHVHUYHȤVbWUDLOV�DUH�$'$bDFFHVVLEOH��6HYHUDO�RXWGRRU�OHDUQLQJ�
stations are located near the education center and used 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VWXGHQWVȤ�QHHGV�b7R�UHPRYH�EDUULHUV�WR�DFFHVV�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDPPLQJ�b013�,QF��GRHV�QRW�
charge fees to schools or students. In addition, MNp Inc. 
IXQGV�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�IRU�&LW\�RI�0LOZDXNHH�VFKRROV�b
b

environmental eDUCAtIoN
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 The Zoological Society 
of Milwaukee’s Animal 
Connections Continuum 
aims to help youth develop 
empathy towards others and 
animals by fostering self and 
social awareness. At Mequon 
Nature preserve, in cooperation 
with the Zoological Society, 
three Greater Milwaukee 
VFKRROVbWRRN�SDUW�LQ�QDWXUH�
programs both in and out-
doors. Students from each 
school had the opportunity to 
hike the land, engage in water 
quality testing, and have an 
animal encounter with many 
of the reptiles, amphibians, 
and crustaceans that call MNp 
home. MNp is proud to be a 
member of this partnership 
and host this annual three to 
five-day event.
b

b� Conservation Dog 
TiliabFRQWLQXHV�KHUbVFHQW�
GHWHFWLRQbZRUNbDQG�WUDLQLQJ��
Her story and the work she is 
GRLQJbKDV�EHHQ�VKDUHG�ZLWK�
people from all over the country 
this year. tilia was the focus 
of speaking engagements at 
HQYLURQPHQWDObFRQIHUHQFHV�LQ�
Minnesota, northern Wisconsin 
DQG�3LWWVEXUJ��3$�b6KH�DOVR�KDV�
been featured in the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel, CBS 58 
0LOZDXNHH�DQG�&%6b��'XOXWK��
6KHbFDQbGHWHFWbWKH�VFHQW�RI�
two species important to land 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ�bQRQ�QDWLYH��LQYD-
VLYHbZLOG�SDUVQLS�DQG�QDWLYH��
eastern tiger salamanders. over 
WLPH��VKHbFRXOGbEH�WUDLQHG�RQ�
upwards of 20 different scents. 
For more information on tilia, 
YLVLW�bmequonnaturepreserve.org/
DERXW�WLOLD��bb

b

 MNp Inc. launched 
Wisconsin’s first nature 
preserve app. As the world 
becomes more digital and less 
natural, MNp Inc. took the 
opportunity to merge virtual 
and tangible through an 
educational app about land 
restoration and conservation. 
Highlights include species lists 
E\�ORFDWLRQ�bWKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
KDELWDWbUHVWRUDWLRQbDW�WKH�VLWH��
DQG�SXVK�QRWLILFDWLRQVbDW�
XQLTXH�ORFDWLRQV��7KDQNV�WRb
:H�(QHUJLHV��WKHb-DPHV�(��
'XWWRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�bDQGb7+,(/�
'HVLJQ�b7KH�DSS�LV�IUHH�WR�
GRZQORDG�WRGD\�b
bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb
b

� $ERXW����bDFUHV�RI�013ȤV�
land is still active with agri-
cultural lessees�b)RQG\�
)RRGb&HQWHUbOHDVHVb���DFUHV�RI�
DJULFXOWXUDO�ILHOGbDGMDFHQW�WR�
013�,QF�ȤV�IDUP��7KLVbQRQ�SURILWb
agency connects Greater 
Milwaukee to local, fresh food 
while supporting small-scale 
farmers. the land is divided 
LQWRbD�PRVDLF�RIbRQH�DFUH�SDUFHOVb
which farmers use to grow food 
for themselves and to sell 
through Fondy Food Center. 
)RU�PRUHbLQIRUPDWLRQ�YLVLWb
IRQG\PDUNHW�RUJ�b
� 'U��0LFKDHOb6FKO¦SSL��D�
PLFURELRORJLVW�IURPb0DUTXHWWH�
University, began researching 
WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�JURZLQJbULFH�
in Wisconsin on a commercial 
scale. After years of studying 
more than 200 rice varieties 
from around the world, Dr. 
6FKO¦SSL�XQFRYHUHG�D�YDULHW\�
that comes from a region in 
russia that has a similar climate 
to Wisconsin. this project is the 
first of its kind in Wisconsin.
 the remaining agricultural 
fields are leased to a local 
farmer. He uses best manage-
ment practices to reduce soil 
erosion and negative effects 
on water quality.

�� 7KHbWater Passport
ProgrambSDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�
Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (MMSD) 
FRQWLQXHG�LQ�����bZLWK�����
students completing the full 
SURJUDP�b7KLV�PXOWL�YLVLW�H[SH-
rience is designed to cultivate 
water resource awareness and 
DFWLRQbDPRQJ�VWXGHQWV�ZLWKLQ�
WKH�/DNH�0LFKLJDQ�ZDWHUVKHG��
the program includes three 
experiences: "1  in-classroom 
instruction about watersheds, 
"2  testing water quality as it 
enters and exits a wetland 
system at MNp, and "3  a visit 
to MMSD’s Jones Island Water 
reclamation Facility to learn 

   how wastewater is 
  treated before 

 being returned  
��WR�/DNH�
��0LFKLJDQ�bb
b

� 013�,QF�bKRVWHG�LWVb7th 
Summer Camp in partner-
ship with Milwaukee Public 
School’s First Nations Studies 
(FNS) SURJUDP�b6L[WHHQ�VWXGHQWV�
with Native American heritage 
IURP�WKURXJRXWbWKHb0LOZDXNHH�
area came to MNp daily for 
two weeks to learn about 
Native American traditions, 
stories, and language, as well 
as connections to the land, 
water, and wildlife. the camp 
theme was “Culture, Nature 
and Water” and was offered at 
no cost to the students. Food 
and transportation were also 
free. MNp Inc. and FNS received 
grants to offset the costs of the 
FDPS�b1H[W�\HDU�013�SODQV�WR�
expand upon the program with 
a two-week middle school camp 
and one-week high school camp 
IRFXVHG�RQ�FROOHJH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�b
b

2019 MNP Educational Contact List
 School Student Contact All Other Ed Contacts

 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
Jan 121 53 68 14 0 0 58 45 5 243
Feb 37 37 0 0 0 0 2550 65 0 2652
Mar 95 35 60 0 0 0 100 0 0 195
Apr 289 201 88 0 50 0 105 200 48 692
May 574 460 114 0 0 0 410 550 58 1592
Jun 257 189 68 0 0 0 182 677 15 1131
July 59 39 20 0 0 0 66 202 65 392
Aug 194 0 194 0 0 8 575 240 86 1103
Sep 174 0 174 24 0 0 110 0 0 308
Oct 506 161 345 0 0 0 733 100 294 1633
Nov 213 190 23 0 0 0 110 0 0 323
Dec 89 29 60 0 0 0 160 10 60 319
 2608 1394 1214 38 50 8 5159 2089 631 10583

 ! Total pre K-12 students on-site field trips
 ! Pre K-12 from City of MKE
 ! Pre K-12 from outside City of MKE
 ! College Students for Env. Ed. on-site
 ! Classroom visits (Pre K-College) off-site in MKE
 ! Classroom visits (Pre K-College) off-site outside of MKE
 ! Adult Education on-site
 ! Adult Education off-site
 ! Indirect Education, volunteers, interns, story times, on-site
 ! Monthy total 

! the map shows local schools served at
no charge. the yellow markers represent 
City of Milwaukee schools, who also 
enjoyed field trips at no charge, but 
with transportation costs covered by 
MNp, Inc. this map does not account for 
multiple visits over the same year as 
many schools do; each is only counted 
once to display MNp’s geographic reach.

 # Mequon Nature Preserve
 ! Pre K-12 from City of MKE
 ! Pre K-12 from outside City of MKE

Reaching Schools and Student-focused Entitiesb
 MNp opens its doors to any and all students from throughout 
the region. to remove financial barriers that may prohibit kids 
from getting outdoors, MNp Inc. does not charge a fee for students 
to participate in environmental education programming. MNp Inc. 
has also learned that almost all schools it serves from the City 
of Milwaukee have no budget for field trip transportation. In 
response, MNp Inc. offers to pay transportation costs for any 
school within the boundaries of Milwaukee public Schools (MpS).
 Programming and transportation costs incurred by MNP Inc. 
are funded solely by generous donations from foundations and 
individual donors.

    

  

Type “Mequon Nature Preserve” 
in your app search browser and 
download this free app today!

UNIQUe programs and resources

10 11



Expenses 
$712,100

! education
! restoration
! Fundraising
! Buildings
! Administration

7%

7%
4%

45%

37%

013�,QF�ȤV�XQDXGLWHG�ʳQDQFLDO�
VWDWHPHQW�IRU�ʳVFDO�\HDr 2019 
reports $712,100 in expenses 
and $743,289 in revenue. 
MNp Inc. carries out a 
comprehensive fundraising 
SURJUDP�WR�ʳQDQFH�LWV�
operations and capital 
projects. MNp Inc. also raises 
funds for its endowment 
fund housed at the Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation (GMF). 
the endowment fund and a 
designated donor’s endowment 
fund together total $2.4 million.

Governance and Staff 
 An eleven-member board governs MNp, Inc. 
the directors include Fredrick Geilfuss (president), 
Christine Nuernberg (secretary/treasurer), 
David Scritsmier (vice-president), James Bell, 
Sigrid Dynek, Clayton Frazer, Beth Hellman, 
Bary Morgan, Nathan otero, Kevin Shafer, 
/HH�6]\PERUVNL��DQG�RQH�YDFDQF\�UHPDLQV�

 
  In 2019, the board employed six full-time and 
one part-time staff including Kristin Gies (executive 
director), Mary osmundsen (director of development), 
Cory Gritzmacher (director of restoration and operations), 
Nick Gall (research and restoration technician), 
Amanda Neimon (restoration and development technician) 
and Jamie Schiesel (education and restoration technician). 
Kristin Gies sits on the Association of Nature Center 
Administrators’ national scholarship and leadership 
committee, is a member of the Wisconsin Urban Forestry 
Council and chair of the forestry awards committee.

Revenue
$743,289

! Foundation
! Individuals
! endowment
! Federal Grants
! Building rental
! Corporate

10%

2%

12%12%

25%

38%

www.mequonnaturepreserve.org

ʳQDQFLDO�+,*+/,*+76

Over 1,000 volunteers learned land restoration 

techniques and monitoring, removed invasive species, 

DQG�DVVLVWHG�ZLWK�ʳHOG�WULSV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU�

Mequon Nature Preserve | 8200 W. &RXQW\�/LQH�5RDG�| Mequon, WI 53097 | 262-242-8055


